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Education

Giovanni Apolone built his strong scientific background at the University of Pavia, where he

earned his Degree in Medicine and Surgery. He subsequently specialized in Internal Medicine
and Clinical Pharmacology, developing expertise spanning clinical practice and the methodology

of pharmacological, clinical, translational and evaluative research.

Main Career Roles

His career has been marked by leadership positions in institutions of excellence:

• Researcher and Head of Laboratory: At the Mario Negri Institute for Pharmacological
Research, becoming a reference point for clinical and evaluative research, with a particular

focus on oncology and on measuring clinical outcomes from the patient's perspective (PROMs

and PREMs).
• Scientific Director: He led the Scientific Directorate of two CCCs, including for 10 years the

National Cancer Institute (INT) of Milan, one of Europe's leading cancer centers, coordinating

its clinical and translational research activities.
• OECI President: From 2023 to 2026, he served as President of the Organization of

European Cancer Institutes (OECI), the Brussels-based organization bringing together 180

cancer institutes, including leading European cancer centers, to promote quality standards and

innovation.

Membership of Committees and Boards of the Following Foundations/Associations

Regional Foundation for Biomedical Research (FRRB, Lombardy Region) https://frrb.it/

IRCCS Don Gnocchi Foundation https://www.dongnocchi.it/@strutture/centro-irccs-s-maria-nascente

Bianca Garavaglia Foundation https://www.abianca.org/

The Bridge Foundation https://www.fondazionethebridge.it/

Areas of Expertise

• Clinical and Translational Oncology: Management of complex research programs aimed at

translating laboratory findings into patient care.

https://frrb.it/
https://www.dongnocchi.it/@strutture/centro-irccs-s-maria-nascente
https://www.abianca.org/
https://www.fondazionethebridge.it/


• Research Methodology: Expert in clinical epidemiology and the design of evaluative studies.
• Patient-Reported Outcomes (PROs): Pioneer in the use of indicators of quality of life and

patients' perceptions in clinical trials and routine practice.
• Health Policy & Lobbying: In-depth knowledge of European institutional dynamics and

international healthcare planning mechanisms.

Main and Most Recent Research Projects

Over the last 5 years:

• Principal Investigator of the EUonQOL Project, funded by the European Cancer Mission

Programme. The project's main output was the development and validation of a new Quality of

Life questionnaire for cancer patients, available, following translation and cultural adaptation, in

all EU languages.
• Principal Investigator of the CCI4EU Project, funded by the European Cancer Mission

Programme. The aim of the project was to develop and implement a Capacity Building

Programme to facilitate, in different countries, the upgrading or creation of Comprehensive

Cancer Infrastructures.
• Leader of the WP concerning the development of an implementable National Cancer Hub

model, within the ECHOs Project, whose objective was to develop, test and implement

National Cancer Hubs in order to coordinate and optimize the programmes supported by the

European Cancer Mission Plan.

Scientific Output

Giovanni Apolone's scientific contribution is internationally recognized, characterized by an

extensive body of work aimed at improving the effectiveness, quality and humanization of care:

• Publications: Author of over 400 publications, including several books, approximately 270 of

which are indexed in PubMed, published in high-impact journals (such as The Lancet, NEJM,

Journal of Clinical Oncology, British Medical Journal, Annals of Oncology).
• Hirsch Index (H-Index): The strength of his scientific output is confirmed by H-index values

that vary according to the database but consistently remain at the top of the field:
• Google Scholar: H-index 75 (characterized by very high citation levels for pioneering

studies on perceived health).
• Scopus / Web of Science: H-index > 60 (reflecting consistent, high-quality output in the

more restrictive bibliometric databases).



• Impact: Over 35,000 citations (Google Scholar), confirming the lasting influence of his work

on the global scientific community.

Latest 10 Scientific Publications (2026)

Cancer prevention and cancer avoidance: Challenges and opportunities.

Apolone G, Montella MT, Severi G, Pompilio G. Tumori. 2026 Jun;112(3):188-191. doi:
10.1177/03008916251404224. Epub 2026 Mar 25. PMID: 41877590 Review.

APOLLO11: a bio-data-driven model for clinical and translational research in lung cancer.

Prelaj A, Provenzano L, Miskovic V, Ganzinelli M, Mazzeo L, Gemelli M, Silvestri C, Spagnoletti A,
Romanò R, Brambilla M, Occhipinti M, Beninato T, Ambrosini P, Sottotetti E, Favali M, Zec A, Ferrarin A,
Corrao G, Prina MM, Ruggirello M, Marino MB, Dumitrascu AD, Di Mauro RM, Giani C, Cavalli C, Serino
R, Catania C, Panzardi A, Metro G, Bennati C, Ferrara R, Macerelli M, Servetto A, Cona MS, La Verde
N, Toschi L, Baili P, Corso F, Zito E, Cinieri S, Berardi R, Scoazec G, Inno A, Gori S, Pisconti S,
Buzzacchino F, Brighenti M, Biello F, Tartarone A, Pruneri G, Belfiore A, Agnelli L, Guidi A, Invernizzi L,
Salmistraro N, Filippi AR, Solli P, Galli G, Lorenzini D, Pizzutilo EG, De Braud F, Pedrocchi A, Trovò F,
Genova C, Corte CMD, Viscardi G, Garassino MC, Cortellini A, Mingo E, Russano M, Signorelli D, Proto
C, Vingiani A, Sangaletti S, Lo Russo G; APOLLO11 study group. NPJ Precis Oncol. 2026 Jan
29;10(1):96. doi: 10.1038/s41698-026-01295-3. PMID: 41611893 F

The development of the European Toolkit for the self-assessment of quality of life across the cancer
care continuum (EUonQoL-Kit).

Nicklin E, Bedding C, Alfieri S, Apolone G, Arndt V, Bos N, Bredart A, Brunelli C, Caselli L, Ciliberto G,
Rojas-Concha L, Couespel N, Doege D, Ferrer M, Franzoi MA, Gangeri L, Garin O, Gillanders E,
Groenvold M, Higgins C, de Jongh ECE, Kalmi T, Kaasa S, Lombardo C, Martin E, Pappot H, Pietrobon
R, Pravettoni G, Scacciati B, Sirven A, Sweegers MG, Thong MSY, Vachon H, van de Poll-Franse LV,
Vaz-Luis I, Caraceni A, Velikova G, Gilbert A; EUonQOL consortium. Eur J Cancer. 2026 May
2;238:116677. doi: 10.1016/j.ejca.2026.116677. Epub 2026 Mar 12. PMID: 41855780 Free article.

Health-related quality of life and fear of recurrence after early breast cancer treatment: Results from a
cross-sectional survey.

Mosconi P, Folli S, Miceli R, Scrudato S, Gennaro M, Tinè G, De Santis MC, Ferraris C, Martelli G, Di
Carlo I, Maugeri I, Arata A, Carnevale MG, Listorti C, Agresti R, Borreani C, Vernieri C, Pruneri G, Baili
P, Appierto V, Di Cosimo S, Apolone G. Breast. 2026 Feb;85:104647. doi:
10.1016/j.breast.2025.104647. Epub 2025 Nov 13. PMID: 41270536

Needs and health-related quality of life domains relevant to people in Europe with advanced cancer in
need of palliative care: a systematic review of qualitative research.



Lizano-Barrantes C, Amat-Fernandez C, Garin O, Luer-Aguila R, Pardo Y, Rojas-Concha L, Thong MSY,
Apolone G, Brunelli C, Caraceni A, Couespel N, Bos N, Groenvold M, Kaasa S, Ciliberto G, Lombardo
C, Pietrobon R, Pravettoni G, Sirven A, Vachon H, Gilbert A, Velikova G, Ferrer M; EUonQoL Working
Group. Qual Life Res. 2026 Feb 18;35(3):74. doi: 10.1007/s11136-025-04129-0. PMID: 41706236

Health-related quality of life domains relevant to people in Europe undergoing cancer treatment: a
systematic review of qualitative research.

Lizano-Barrantes C, Amat-Fernandez C, Garin O, Pardo Y, Périz-Colón Ó, Saint-Jean PN,
Rojas-Concha L, Thong M, Apolone G, Brunelli C, Caraceni A, Couespel N, Bos N, Groenvold M,
Kaasa S, Ciliberto G, Lombardo C, Pietrobon R, Pravettoni G, Sirven A, Vachon H, Gilbert A, Velikova
G, Ferrer M; EUonQoL Working Group. Qual Life Res. 2026 May 14;35(6):158. doi:
10.1007/s11136-026-04201-3. PMID: 42132971

Beyond timing, toward precision: insights from CDK4/6 inhibitor trials in metastatic breast cancer.

Di Cosimo S, Apolone G. NPJ Breast Cancer. 2026 May 12. doi: 10.1038/s41523-026-00958-5. Online
ahead of print. PMID: 42120413.

Exploring health system factors related to the quality of life of people with (a history of) cancer: a rapid
review.

Engelaar M, van der Heide I, Bos N, Schäfer W, Dantas C, Pinnavaia L, Apolone G, Brunelli C,
Caraceni A, Couespel N, Garin O, Groenvold M, Kaasa S, Ciliberto G, Lombardo C, Pietrobon R,
Pravettoni G, Sirven A, Vachon H, Gilbert A, Rademakers J. Health Qual Life Outcomes. 2026 May
13;24(1):90. doi: 10.1186/s12955-026-02545-5. PMID: 42129865

The transformative impact of spirituality assessment on the quality of life for end of life cancer patients:
a perspective paper.

Borgogni F, Marzorati C, Voskanyan V, Pietrobon R, van der Heide I, Caraceni A, Couespel N, Ferrer M,
Groenvold M, Kaasa S, Ciliberto G, Lombardo C, Sirven A, Vachon H, Velikova G, Gilbert A, Apolone G,
Brunelli C, Pravettoni G. Front Psychol. 2026 Jun 26;17:1880381. doi: 10.3389/fpsyg.2026.1880381.
eCollection 2026. PMID: 42433498

Analgesic efficacy in women and men with cancer pain, treated with strong opioids: are there
differences?

Corli O, Caldirola L, Galli F, Torri V, Garattini S, Rulli E, Apolone G. BMJ Oncol. 2026 Apr
2;5(1):e001024. doi: 10.1136/bmjonc-2025-001024. eCollection 2026. PMID: 41948194
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